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“Sir John A. Macdonald’s Dream… The Making of Canada”  

Grade 8 Curriculum-based Education Program 
Bellevue House National Historic Site 


This interactive education program supports the following Ontario Grade 8 History curriculum expectations:  


· Describe some internal and external political factors, key personalities, significant events and geographical factors that led to the creation of the Dominion of Canadian 1867

· Identify the roles of key individuals(Sir George-Étienne Cartier, Sir John A. Macdonald, George Brown, etc.), the main events leading to the signing of the British North America Act (Charlottetown, Quebec and London Conferences)

· Formulate questions to guide research on issues(Confederation) and problems (entering or declining the invitation to Confederation) – this will be done in the pre-visit activity

· Describe and analyse conflicting points of view about Confederation and personalities

· Analyse, synthesize and evaluate historical information (pre-visit activity research)

· Use appropriate vocabulary (Confederation, conference, union, etc.) to describe their inquiries and observations






Program Description  

The grade 8 program is a 2 hour program hosted at Bellevue House NHS.   The cost of the program is $2.90 per student; teachers and one adult per 10 students are admitted free.  

This program is offered Monday to Friday from November 1st 2010 - March 31st 2011.  Morning and afternoon sessions are available.  Please contact George Muggleton at 613-545-8666 extension 106, or by email at george.muggleton@pc.gc.ca, to book your visit!


During your visit, students will:

· view a 10 minute video about Sir John A. Macdonald’s life;
· participate in a debate and reenactment of the Quebec Conference of 1864;
· participate in a guided, interactive tour of the historic house where Sir John A. Macdonald and his family lived during 1848;
· participate in a Jeopardy game where the “colonies” will be asked to answer questions related to Sir John A. Macdonald and Confederation.



Your Visit:

During your visit to Bellevue House NHS, students will participate in a debate about the Quebec Conference.  As a result, you will need to divide your class into 5 or 6 colonies and each colony will need to complete the required pre-visit activity.  

Prior to your visit to Bellevue House, it is very important the students have time to read and understand the perspectives of the various colonies who participated in the Quebec Conference. Allowing the students to prepare their colony’s perspectives about Confederation will ensure an enjoyable learning experience.  

 

NOTE:  The Quebec Conference has been chosen rather than the Charlottetown Conference because Newfoundland was included to observe the Quebec Conference.  The addition of this colony will enhance the conversations and areas of questioning during the debate It is up to the teacher to decide the number of colonies (5 or 6) that will participate.  

Each colony must prepare their debate at school, in advance of their visit to Bellevue House.  To assist your students with this task, a series of information sheets on each of the colonies that were invited to the Quebec Conference, are included in this package.  

Each colony must choose a spokesperson, to speak on behalf of their colony during the debate, which will be held at Bellevue House.  This person will take on the role of a “Father of Confederation”.  During the debate, the members of each colony will be expected to take notes, and help the spokesperson answer questions and to decide whether they want to enter into Confederation or not.  

On the day before your visit, please gather up the students worksheets and a copy of their speech to bring to the site, as the students will be presenting their speeches during the visit.

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact George Muggleton at 613-545-8666 ext. 106.  I will be very glad to help you and your students discover the importance of Confederation and Canada’s first Prime Minister, Sir John A. Macdonald.









 (
 Bellevue House National Historic Site of Canada
Commemorating Canada’s First Prime Minister!
)
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Bellevue House National Historic Site
© Parks Canada
“Bellevue House was built in the early 1840s for Charles Hales, a successful Kingston grocer. Asymmetrical in shape, with decorative balconies and a three-storey central tower, Bellevue contrasted with the traditional Georgian architecture of Kingston houses. Macdonald spoke of it as "the most fantastic concern imaginable." Other Kingstonians, inspired by Hales' occupation, nicknamed it "Tea Caddy Castle", "Molasses Hall", and "Pekoe Pagoda." Macdonald rented the house, motivated by the chronic ill-health of his wife, Isabella. He wrote of the "...complete quiet and seclusion of the house, which is completely surrounded by trees and has a fresh breeze ever blowing on it from Lake Ontario..." that, he hoped, would bring about an improvement in her condition. But their stay was brief. Isabella's health continued to be precarious. Macdonald himself was increasingly troubled by financial concerns. In September 1849, the couple moved again to smaller quarters in downtown Kingston.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Bellevue House National Historic House of Canada – History page, September 8, 2009, http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/lhn-nhs/on/bellevue/natcul.aspx, ] 
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BACKGROUND

 (
Bellevue House National Historic Site
© Parks Canada
)Bellevue House, built in the early 1840s for a Kingston merchant, Charles Hales, is a fine and early example of Italianate Villa Architecture in the picturesque manner.

The relationship between the building and its natural surroundings gives it its picturesque qualities.  The house was oriented so that the principal rooms received direct light throughout extended periods of the day and, as well, had pleasing views of Lake Ontario.  Light was also important to produce the pleasing interplay of light and shadow which the exterior design of the house was intended to achieve.

[image: BW Parks Canada PC][image: line]The most notable occupant of Bellevue House was Sir John A. Macdonald, who later became Canada’s first prime minister.  Macdonald and his family lived here for a thirteen-month period between 1848-1849.  This was a difficult time in Macdonald’s life, when his political and business affairs were at low ebb, and his wife Isabella was a chronic invalid.  His young son died during their stay at Bellevue and his wife remained ill despite the quiet and seclusion that Bellevue House provided.  Without perhaps admiring the architecture, Macdonald was well aware that he was living in an unusual house, an “’Eyetalian Willar’… the most fantastic concern imaginable”.  The house is relatively unchanged from the time that the Macdonalds lived in it and provides a picture of the physical setting within which they lived.


REASONS FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
 (
Bellevue House, in Kingston, is of national historic and architectural significance both because it is an outstanding Canadian example of Italianate architecture in the picturesque manner and because of its associations with Sir John A. Macdonald, a Father of Confederation and Canada’s first Prime Minister.
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, 1995
) 











MILESTONES

1815	John A. Macdonald was born on January 11th in Glasgow, Scotland.

1820	The Macdonald family emigrated to Canada and arrived in Kingston on July 17th.

1830	Macdonald started working in a law office as a student. He was 15 years old.

1836	Macdonald was admitted to the Law Society of Upper Canada as a barrister-at-law.

1843 	Macdonald entered politics with his election as an alderman for Ward IV of the City of Kingston.

Macdonald married Isabella Clark.

1844	Macdonald was elected as Kingston’s member of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada.

1847	Macdonald was named Receiver-General for the Province of Canada.

1854	Macdonald was named Attorney-General, Canada West.

1857   Isabella died on December 28th.

1864	The Charlottetown Conference took place, which led to confederation.

1867	The British North America Act was passed by the British Parliament creating the Dominion of Canada.
 
Macdonald married Susan Agnes Bernard.

Macdonald became Canada’s first prime minister.

Macdonald was created a Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath.

1867-1873 Elected prime minister.

1878-1891 Elected prime minister.

1891	Macdonald died at the age of 76. His grave is located in the Cataraqui Cemetary in Kingston, ON.

1964	The federal government purchased Bellevue House to commemorate Canada’s first prime minister.
1967	Bellevue House National Historic Site of Canada was open to the public.

[image: Sir John A. Macdonald]
Sir John A. Macdonald
© Parks Canada

LOCATION
Bellevue House is located in Kingston, Ontario, approximately 2 hours from Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal.
[image: OntarioMapFinal]

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Bellevue House National Historic Site of Canada
35 Centre St.
Kingston, Ontario, K7L 4E5
Telephone: (613) 545-8666
Fax: (613) 545-8721
Internet Site: http://www.pc.gc.ca/bellevue


From Conferences to Confederation

The Charlottetown Conference – September 1864

The original plan for this Conference had been to bring the Maritime colonies of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island together to discuss a union amongst them.  There was no official date set for this conference until Canada (Ontario and Quebec) had heard about such a union and had asked to participate as observers, and the Maritime colonies accepted their request.  

The Charlottetown Conference was held from September 1st - 9th, 1864.  Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Ontario attended with a total of 23 delegates.  Newfoundland had been invited quite late, and did not have time to form a delegation to send to the event.  During the week-long Conference there were many political and social gatherings. The main objective of the Conference was to decide whether or not to create a union.  

The first day, Canada was present as an observer only.  On the second day, Canada was given the chance to speak, and their presentation for a proposed union was well received.  The idea of a Maritime union was replaced with a plan for Confederation amongst all colonies.  What Canada had offered was ‘‘preservation of ties with Great Britain; residual jurisdiction left to a central authority; a bicameral system including a Lower House with representation by population (rep by pop) and an Upper House with representation based on regional, rather than provincial, equality; responsible government at the federal and provincial levels; and the appointment of a governor general by the British Crown’’[footnoteRef:2].   [2:  Collections Canada, http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-2080-e.html
] 


The Charlottetown Conference concluded with the colonies agreeing to meet in Quebec City the next month to continue discussions regarding Confederation












The Quebec Conference – October 1864

This Conference was held in Quebec City from October 10th -17th 1864.  There were five colonies, with a total of 33 delegates from Canada (Ontario and Quebec), New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland in attendance.  The main purpose of this meeting was to negotiate the support of a union amongst the 5 colonies, and to draft, and approve, the required resolutions.  
 
The Conference ended with most colonies accepting the offer.  Prince Edward Island decided to keep their independence from this union, as they did not perceive any benefit to their colony by forming such a union.  The Newfoundland delegates accepted the offer, but once they returned to their colony, the colony’s politicians were against it and thus, they decided not to enter into Confederation.

The Quebec Conference was the last stepping stone in North America towards Confederation.  There were 72 Resolutions created in Quebec, which were to be presented to the Monarchy during a Conference in London, England.

The London Conference – December 1866

The British North America Act was written, and presented to the Queen during the London Conference in 1866.  The four colonies that were part of the union (Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick) travelled to England with 16 delegates representing the colonies.  

The Conference commenced in December 1866, and lasted until March 1867 when Queen Victoria signed the Act on March 29 1867.  The resolutions had to be reviewed before being sent to the Colonial Office, where people were charged with dealing in matters from the British colonies.  

There were details to be ironed out, like the name of the colony, the division of Canada into 4 provinces, etc.  Everything was passed and signed on March 29 1867 with Royal Ascent.  The delegates returned to Canada to prepare the celebrations.  The official birthday for Confederation, and the creation of this new dominion, was July 1st 1867.

Sources:

Collections Canada, http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-2000-e.html

Founders Hall website, http://www.foundershall.ca/confed/

The Canadian Encyclopedia, http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCESearch&Params=A1
Ontario
Population

In 1840, the population of the Ontario colony was 432 000 and by 1861, it had grown to 1 396 000.  The majority of the residents were of British, Irish, Scottish and Welsh descent.    
Economy

Ontario’s economy was primarily agricultural; in addition to canal and railway construction, and a small manufacturing sector.   

Security \ Protection

The American Civil War brought worries to the British North American colonies because Britain had supported the South, thereby fearing retaliation from the North and also attacks from the Fenians who were pro-Irish independence.

Self-Sustainability

Ontario received responsible government in 1848.  The province of Ontario’s population growth pushed George Brown into fighting for representation by population, this being the first time that Canada West had more people than Canada East (Quebec).  This did not pass as Macdonald’s alliance was at odds with the reformers.  With the current unstable political situation , John A. Macdonald then asked Brown if he wanted to join the ‘coalition’ linking them with Quebec, and hopefully the North-West Territories to create a union and a stronger more independent Canada.  The one thing the coalition agreed on was the creation of a federation.  Confederation was attractive to Ontario, as it would alleviate the large financial costs associated with railway construction.  


Creating a Union

The initial discussions about forming a Union included only Upper and Lower Canada, however, when Ontario and Quebec (known as the “Canadas”) heard about the potential formation of a Maritime union, the Canadian politicians wanted to include them in the Confederation proposal as well. During the Charlottetown Conference, their ideas were well received, and the Maritime union was removed.  During the Quebec Conference, Ontario’s ideas were received with some restriction from the Maritimes, who wanted more say in government because of territorial and population size.  

The people of Ontario were not consulted, nor permitted to vote as to whether they supported such a Union.  There were two divided groups; Sanfield Macdonald and his supporters believed strongly that the people from the colony of Ontario should be allowed to vote on the subject of Confederation, that they should have a right to be heard.  George Brown, leader of the Clear Grits, believed that the peoples elected representatives should make the decision on behalf of the people.  In the end, there was no vote amongst members of the colony as to whether they supported Confederation or not.  Upon completion of the Quebec Conference, where it was decided Ontario would enter into a union, there  was no large objection by the members of the colony. 

Sources:
· Canadian Confederation, www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-2110-e.html#

· Founders’ Hall Canada’s Birthplace Pavilion, www.foundershall.ca/confed/



Quebec
Population

The population of the colony of Quebec prior to Confederation was 1.2 million people of whom 78% were French, 10% were Irish, 6% were English and 5% were Scottish.  

Economy

The colony’s economy was very strong, and could have survived without assistance from Britain. Their economy was based on lumber and logging, as well as leather and potash production.  Agriculture was also another important sector of the Quebec’s economy.

Self-Sustainability

Responsible government was given to Quebec in 1848, but there was a lack of stability within the colony. The British lost interest in their North American colonies, and wanted to create a more independent colony.  The Canada’s had had political instability for over 10 years, with changing leaders and parties.  The rise to power of the ‘Great Coalition’ government, lead by John A. Macdonald, George-Étienne Cartier and George Brown, wanted a Confederation with the British North American colonies, with this came the question of representation by population.   

The railway was very important to the colony, however by 1860, the colony’s debt was up to $50 million.  Security was another concern, as Britain wanted to lower the costs of military and protection for the colony.  Rupert’s land, west of Ontario, was another point of interest to the Canada’s.  They wished to acquire the land to solidify the union as well as to prevent the Americans from purchasing it, like they had with Alaska. 


Creating a Union

In 1858, George-Étienne Cartier, Alexander Tilloch Galt, and John Ross had tried to create a union of colonies, but failed to receive London’s approval.  Rumors were circulating that the Maritime colonies were thinking about creating a union.  Canada (Ontario and Quebec) was allowed to bring seven people to the Charlottetown Conference.  During the Charlottetown Conference, Sir John A. Macdonald and George-Étienne Cartier explained their idea of creating a union between all of the British North American colonies.

There was a second conference, the Quebec Conference, which was done in secrecy until the people said they wanted to know more, and the resolutions were published.  There was a large anti-union reaction within the Quebec colony from the Parti Rouge, the Clear Grits and some Conservatives, mainly based on the fact that they did not agree with the concept of centralization. 

The London Conference went well.  The Conference started on December 4th, 1866 and within a month received Royal Ascent.  March 1867, the British North America Act was signed and the colony of Quebec entered into Confederation 


Sources:
· Canadian Confederation, www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-2110-e.html#

· Founders’ Hall Canada’s Birthplace Pavilion, www.foundershall.ca/confed/


New Brunswick Fact Sheet

Population 

Prior to Confederation, this was the largest colony in the Maritimes.  The population of the colony was 270 000, and its capital city, Saint John, had a population of over 40 000 inhabitants, which compared in size to Toronto and Quebec City. 

Economy

The colony’s economy was quite strong. The forestry and timber industries were very popular, as was shipbuilding.   During this time, New Brunswick had close links with the United-States of America, and had built strong trade relations with them.

Security / Protection

The colony feared an invasion from the United States.  The increased number of attacks by the Fenian, who were a group of pro-Irish fighters living in the United States who burned many Maritimers’ properties, caused this fear.  

Self-Sustainability

Since 1854, New Brunswick had a responsible government, where a majority of the men could vote via secret ballot.  The citizens’ voices were recognized as important, as they had a large influence on the government and the decisions it made.  As a result, the political climate with in the colony was very positive and the citizens feared that a union with other larger colonies meant their voice may no longer be heard. 


Pre-Confederation Conferences

The proposed Union, which was discussed during the Charlottetown Conference, linked the idea of a larger colony, which would create better security, a larger economic base, and the idea of an inter-colonial railway.  At the time of the Quebec Conference, the Fenian wars had started again and the security of the colony was a great concern.   

Creating a Union

The New Brunswick Governor (Gordon) was in support of a Union with the other colonies.   The lack of military protection, linked with the idea of better economic corridors are what pushed Governor Gordon to create a union between Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, since these three colonies had been commonly linked together before.  The politicians of New Brunswick left Quebec Conference very happy, but the citizens of the colony were very unhappy.

During the London Conference, two important changes were made: one regarding tariffs on timber; and the other was the guarantee of a national railway.  These changes did not help to gain support of the New Brunswick population, it was the death of the dreams, and fights ensued with those who wanted Confederation.  

Sources:
· Canadian Confederation, www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-2110-e.html#

· Founders’ Hall Canada’s Birthplace Pavilion, www.foundershall.ca/confed/




Nova Scotia

Population

This colony was settled by many different people: British, Irish, Scottish, German, Mic Maq’, and Acadian.  The total population of 350 000 was quite large for this colony.  A large part of the inhabitants lived along the coast, in the Annapolis Valley and in the city of Halifax.

Economy

The colony’s main economic base was fishing, shipping, shipbuilding, agriculture and natural resources (e.g. timber).  The presence of a railway would lead to the creation of a new manufacturing industry.   

Nova Scotia had close ties with the United States, which created a semi-alliance between the two, especially with regards to trading.  England was also a very important ally to the colony.

Security / Protection

Halifax was a garrison city, which helped the country’s protection, linked with their close ties to the United States.  






Self-Sustainability – Government

Nova Scotia received a responsible government in 1848.  This was a colony that had kept close ties with their motherland (England), as well as their neighbors, the United States.  Yet there was a real fear of the Fenians, a group of Irish Americans who wanted to attack British colonies, but never entered Nova Scotia.
	
Creating a Union

Charles Tupper, the leader of the Nova Scotia Conservatives, had based his elections on a union.  This idea however was put aside when the Intercolonial Railway deal fell through, but then Canada wanted to discuss a proposed union with the Maritimes also.  This led to the Charlottetown Conference.   
  
Nova Scotia supported Confederation during the Quebec Conference thus a union agreement was created. During the meeting, the Maritimes colonies expressed their desire for equal representation all over Canada.  Back home, the people were not satisfied with the results, which Tupper promised during the last elections to try and change some of the union resolutions, for equal representation, at the London Conference.  Unfortunately, Tupper and his supporters who were at the London Conference were not able to make any changes before the royal ascent.  After the London Conference there were mixed reactions amongst the citizens of Nova Scotia with regards to the union.  

Sources:
· Canadian Confederation, www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-2110-e.html#

· Founders’ Hall Canada’s Birthplace Pavilion, www.foundershall.ca/confed/


Prince Edward Island
Population

Prince Edward Island, was the smallest colony, with a population of 87 000 inhabitants and one official city, Charlottetown.  It was settled by persons of British, Irish, Scottish, Acadian descent, along with a minority of MicMaq’ and Black communities.  

Economy

The main economic base for this colony was farming, timber and shipbuilding. It was a very independent colony, which had no interest in forming a union, since they were fairly independent and had trade relations with the United States and other countries worldwide.  

Self-Sustainability

Prince Edward Island had received responsible government in 1851.  The political situation was somewhat complex as most of the land was rented out at a high price by owners who were absent from the region.  This affected politics because the parties were divided; the Reformers, lead by George Coles, were anti landowners, and the Conservatives, led by Colonel John Hamilton Gray, supported the landowners.   

Creating a Union

Charlottetown was said to have been chosen for the first Conference because Prince Edward Island was so apprehensive towards joining a union with Maritimes, or Canada, due to their fear of losing their political powers and independence.  The only aspect of Confederation that they were somewhat interested in was the proposed idea of buying the land from the current landowners, and offering it to the people.  

The Quebec Conference was a difficult time for the colony of Prince Edward Island, as their representatives were in constant disagreement on certain issues.  Upon the completion of the Quebec Conference, PEI decided not to join the union due to the fact that they did not support many of the resolutions, and the idea of re-buying the absentee landowners’ property was removed.  

The two main political figures who attended the Quebec Conference, Gray and Palmer, returned to the colony and resigned from Cabinet.   Coles also withdrew his support for it.  There was a new fear amongst members of the colony regarding a Union, as they did not want to lose their legislature (which would result in higher taxes); and they did not want to become involved in the Union’s overall problems.  

Two years later, in 1866, under anti-Confederation leader James Pope, both the Conservative leader and the Premier, voted against the Union.  Tilley, a New Brunswick politician and the one who suggested the name of Dominion to the union, and Tupper, leader of the Nova Scotian politicians at all 3 Conferences and very strong pro-union delegate, tried to change their mind with a last minute change, which was the agreement to buy the absentee landowners properties for $800 000.  However, this last minute change was not accepted by the colony as they considered it to be a bribe. 

In 1871, PEI decided that a railway would be very beneficial for economic reasons (tourism).  Unfortunately, the costs associated with building a railroad were so high that the colony almost collapsed.  As a result of their financial situation, the colony approached Canada in 1873, requesting help and improved terms for a union.  Canada accepted their request and in 1873 PEI entered into Confederation.   



Sources:
· Canadian Confederation, www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-2110-e.html#

· Founders’ Hall Canada’s Birthplace Pavilion, www.foundershall.ca/confed/





























Newfoundland

Population

In 1860 there were 140 000 people living in the colony of Newfoundland.  Their population was made up of Vikings, Indians, British decent, and more. 

Economy

Newfoundland’s main economic base was the fishing industry, along with smaller markets in timber and minerals.   The fishing admirals were the colony’s government officials.  

Self-Sustainability - Government

 The colony wanted an immediate responsible government, but Britain did not think they had a strong enough economy to maintain a government. After constant persistence, Newfoundland received approval for a responsible government in 1855. 

Pre-Confederation Conferences
Newfoundland’s interest in Confederation was perceived as minimal, so an invitation to attend the Charlottetown Conference was not extended to the colony.  Macdonald did invite the colony to the Quebec Conference in 1864, which they attended.  Changes were made to include the new colony into the Union’s Resolutions.  Their delegates were very impressed by the Resolutions, and returned home to explain them.  Unfortunately the men did not expect the public to be so strongly against a Union.  Newfoundland did not accept the Resolutions and did not attend the London Conference.  Newfoundland’s governor was invited to be an observer at the July 1, 1867 ceremony for Dominion Day. 

After 1867, the pro-confederation government was in power and the governor wanted to reassess joining the Union. The agreement was close to being created in 1869, but Bennett, a prominent businessman and politician who had lead the anti-confederation movement in Newfoundland, reignited anti-union criticism and that same year the pro-union government lost power.  The next attempt for a union was in 1895, after a crash of the financial market.  Newfoundland met for a conference in April, Canada once again denied Newfoundland’s request.  Once again the idea of Confederation was pushed aside, especially with the islanders seeing Confederation as a solution to current problems and not something that would bring future positive agreements/benefits, as they failed to see any from the other maritime colonies who had joined.

After the World War II, with Newfoundland’s economic structure more stable, the residents needed to decide on a new government.  The two main ideas were either to promote a responsible government, or consider Confederation.  London said they would not give Newfoundland financial support if full independence was the intent. So a delegation was sent to Ottawa, creating new terms for a union.  Newfoundland officially entered the Canadian Confederation in 1949.  


Sources:
· Canadian Confederation, www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-2110-e.html#

· Founders’ Hall Canada’s Birthplace Pavilion, www.foundershall.ca/confed/


Pre-Visit Activity 

The Quebec Conference : The Colonies Must Decide!


Teacher Information

The class should be divided into six different groups or “colonies” each one representing a colony that attended the Quebec Conference of 1864 : Canada West (Ontario), Canada East (Quebec), New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland.  Each group will research their colony’s opinion of Confederation before and after they signed the agreement.  The information provided may be used to create personal opinions and to plan a debate that will be held during your visit to Bellevue House.  

During your visit to Bellevue House we will be going back in time.  The students will be re-enacting the Quebec conference of 1864.  To prepare for the re-enactment each colony must have a designated spokesperson who will represent their colony’s interest.  During the re-enactment each colony will debate their position as to whether they are interested in joining Confederation or not.  To assist the colonies with preparing their debate a series of general fact sheets are provided in this package.  However, we encourage your students to do additional research prior to their visit.


PLEASE ENSURE THE DAY BEFORE THE VISIT THAT YOU COLLECT THE STUDENT’S COLONY WORKSHEETS AND A COPY OF THEIR SPEECHES.  THE STUDENTS WILL BE PRESENTING THEIR SPEECHES DURING THE VISIT.

The Quebec Conference: The Colonies Must Decide!

Student Worksheet

Colony Name:



Students Names:






Part A 

Each colony must complete the table below, outlining the positive and negative reasons as to why your colony may or may not want to join Confederation.  As a group you must decide if the reason belongs in the positive or negative column.    

Examples of types of questions to consider:
· What benefits will Confederation bring to my colony that will help us financially and/or politically?

· Will Confederation: increase our colony’s status?  Improve our colony’s financial situation? Improve our quality of life? Increase our safety?

· Will Confederation reduce our colony’s right to make independent decisions?  Are our voice and our needs going to be well represented?




Confederation : Your Colony’s Perspectives

	Positive Reasons
	Negative Reasons

	
	















Part B

This information will be needed at Bellevue House for your rebuttal.  

Your colony must now choose whether you will enter Confederation or not.   Once you have decided on your answer, you must provide 2 explanations describing your reasons for your choice.  Write your thoughts in the table below.  

To assist your colony with making your decision, consider the following questions:  

Confederation would not be acceptable for our colony because …


Confederation would improve our colony because…


Through our research and discussions with members of our colony Confederation would…

	To Join Confederation? Yes or No?

	Explanation 1
	












	Explanation 2
	













Part C:  

The Quebec Conference of 1864

Each colony must select a representative to present their colony’s decision.  Using the information you have written in the tables above, your colony will now have to prepare one minute speech explaining your decision to join Confederation or not.  

THIS SPEECH WILL BE PRESENTED DURING YOUR VISIT TO BELLEVUE HOUSE.  DO NOT FORGET TO BRING THEM WITH YOU.  

Post-Visit Activity 

Confederation Worksheet


Teacher Information

The worksheet can be filled out individually or as a group.  The knowledge that the students will have learned throughout the speech research and visit at Bellevue House NHSC will help them answer the following questions.  

The information used for the speeches and glossary from the pre-visit activity will also be a great help.  Research might be needed to refresh their memory on certain aspects.

We hope you enjoyed you visit to Bellevue House, and wish you all a great year!


Confederation Worksheet


1 – Sir John A. Macdonald is one of the reasons for the commemoration of Bellevue House National Historic Site of Canada.  What are the names of his parents, wife, and children?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 – Ottawa became the capital of Canada in 1857, name three of the other three cities being considered as capital.
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

3 – Where were the three conferences that led up to the signing of the Confederation held?  _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

4 – What province was not invited to the first conference, and decided not to enter in 1867? ______________________________________

5 – What year was Confederation? ____________

6 – Which were the 4 first provinces to enter?
	________________________
	________________________	
	________________________
	________________________

7 – Who was Sir George-Etienne Cartier?  What was his role in Confederation?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8 – Name the first Prime Minister of Canada. _________________________________

9 – What was the name of the land between British Columbia and Ontario, that the Hudson Bay’s Company sold to Canada called?  __________________________________________________________

10 – Who was the first elected official from Manitoba to Canada’s Parliament? ______________________________



11 – Name two of Sir John A. Macdonald’s great accomplishments : 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


12 – Make a list of all the Canadian provinces and territories, and put them in the right chronological order that they entered Confederation (do not forget to write the year they entered)?

	Province/Territory
	Year entered Confederation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





Related Resources


Bellevue House National Historic Site of Canada Website : 
www.pc.gc.ca/bellevue

National Library of Canada Confederation for Kids Website :
www.nlc-bnc.ca/confederation/kids

National Library of Canada’s Confederation Website : 
http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/confederation/

Founders Hall, Canada’s Birthplace Pavilion Website : 
http://www.foundershall.ca/

Province House National Historic Site of Canada Website : 
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/lhn-nhs/pe/provincehouse/index.aspx
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